
 

MRI Fact Sheet 
 
 

 There are over 200,000 people in the U.S. every year that have Bradycardia – a slow heart rate – 
where a pacemaker is needed to regulate their heart. The majority of people getting a pacemaker – 
86% -- are 65 years old or older¹  

 Over 6 million people aged 65 or older get an MRI scan in the United States every year²; 20% of 
pacemaker patients need an MRI within the first 2 years of implant³  

 Why are MRI scans needed in the pacemaker patient population? There are many clinical needs like:  
 

o 1 in 3 adults age 65 or older fall every year and 30% of these falls lead to injuries like hip 
fractures and head trauma⁴  

o Many pacemaker patients have atrial fibrillation which causes a 5 times greater risk for 
stroke⁵; stroke affects over 8% of the population 65 years or older6  

o 10% of people 65 years or older have chronic low back pain each year7, which is best imaged 
with MRI8

  

 People with pacemakers historically couldn't get MRI scans because of risks posed by the MRI 
scanner’s magnetic field‘s interaction with metallic components in a pacemaker. Some of these risks9

 

are:  
o Movement or dislodgement of pacemaker components or leads 

o Damage to pacemaker or heart due to energy generated by the MRI  

 Today there are two companies with pacemaker systems (device and lead) that have been 
specifically designed, tested and proven safe through clinical trials and approved by the FDA to be 
safe in the MRI environment  

 The same two companies are currently in clinical trials for the first MRI compatible defibrillator 
systems in the U.S. which will help patients with Tachycardia or a fast heart rate.  

 If you need a pacemaker today, ask for an MRI compatible one  
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