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For media use: Below are additional insights extracted from  

the “Data Driven” documentary  

 

On the importance of data centers 

1. Dale Sartor, staff scientist, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory  

“I think a lot of people don’t realize the importance of data centers and what data centers 

provide in their lives – just like how a lot of kids don’t know where their food comes from.” 

 

2. Bruce Taylor, executive vice president, Data Center Dynamics, North America  

“In this period of global digital transformation where the entire world’s economy, with no 

exception, is data driven there is going to be no slowing down of the growth in data.” 

 

On the environmental footprint of data 

1. Kar Wang, CEO, Allied Control: 

“The carbon footprint of the data center industry being larger than the airline industry is of 

course very concerning. We definitely see that there is a continuing trend of data centers having 

an even greater carbon footprint in the future.” 

 

2. Dale Sartor, staff scientist, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory:  

“Approximately 2% of U.S.’s electrical energy goes to data centers. If you think about it, 2% 

sounds like a small number, but that is more energy than most states use.” 

 

On opportunities to improve data center sustainability 

1. Kar Wang, CEO, Allied Control: 

“It’s really an insane amount of energy being required for air cooling.” 

 

2. Lucas Beran, senior research analyst, IHS Markit: 



 
“Everything we’re doing to minimize the energy footprint of data centers is great and we’re 

continuing to make strides – but we’re coming to a crossroads where we’re going to need 

something new and different to help maintain and reduce that energy footprint.” 

 

3. Rocky Bullock, CEO, Open Compute Project: 

“In essence, what we’re trying to do is improve the entire infrastructure that handles that data, 

from the device all the way through the compute data centers and finally to an end user.” 

 

On immersion cooling 

1. Kar Wang, CEO, Allied Control: 

“It allows you to shrink down the entire data center size to only a fraction of what it would be if 

you were to run a data center with traditional air cooling.”  

 

2. Dale Sartor, staff scientist, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory:  

“Immersion cooling actually submerges the IT equipment in a liquid so the liquid is coming in 

contact with the electronic equipment,” he says. “You go ‘Whoa! Wouldn’t there be sparks 

flying?’ Well the liquid we are using is a conductive fluid that can touch the IT equipment and 

cool it directly.” 

 

3. Phil Tuma, 3M: 

“You have best in class power density coupled with best in class energy efficiency and 

dramatically simplified design.” 

About 3M  
At 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily. With $32 billion in sales, our 91,000 
employees connect with customers all around the world. Learn more about 3M’s creative solutions to 
the world’s problems at www.3M.com or on Twitter @3M or @3MNews.  
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