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McKesson Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines in the U.S.

MCKESSON OPERATES AS A 
CENTRALIZED DISTRIBUTOR 

•	 Pharmacies

•	 Long-term care settings

•	 Home health settings

•	 Indian Health Service

•	 Other federal entity sites

•	 Public health clinics

•	 Hospitals

•	 Doctor’s offices

•	 Mobile vaccination units

•	 Schools 

POINT-OF-CARE FACILITIES 
ADMINISTER VACCINES 

Allocations determined by the 
U.S. government. It lists the 
following administration sites 
as examples:

Carriers deliver vaccines 
and supply kits to care 
facilities nationwide

DELIVERY OF VACCINES 
AND SUPPLY KITS

Refrigerated vaccine doses (2°C to 8°C) and/or 
frozen (-20°C) shipped in bulk to centralized 
distribution centers; adjuvant also sent when 
required by vaccine manufacturer

FDA APPROVES VACCINE(S)

Various product suppliers and the 
U.S. government send McKesson 
the supplies needed to administer 
the vaccines, which include:

•	 Alcohol prep pads

•	 Face shields

•	 Surgical masks

•	 Needles & syringes

•	 Diluent for vaccines that 
require reconstitution only

RECEIVE MEDICAL SUPPLIES MCKESSON CREATES 
SUPPLY KITS

Pick supplies to create each kit

Pack supplies into one box, 
including vaccination record cards 
and vaccine administration sheet

Ship to McKesson vaccine 
distribution centers;  
for ultra-frozen vaccine kits send 
directly to delivery partners

*McKesson is not distributing the 
Pfizer vaccine

Receive supply kits and the vaccines; maintain 
the appropriate temperature for all doses

Intake order from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which details what to ship, where 
to ship, how much to ship and when to ship

Pick supply kits and vaccine doses  
(minimum of 100 doses per order)

Pack vaccines in special containers for 
refrigeration or frozen needs

Ship vaccines and the appropriate number  
of supply kits via delivery partners


