
Despite data sovereignty being 
recognised as a business priority, 
most EMEA leaders admit that 
other goals, such as accelerating 
AI development and deployment, 
are still taking priority.

Rate the importance of the following goals, compared to the 
goal of establishing strong data sovereignty controls.

Accelerating AI development and deployment

More important 72.5%

Ensuring regulatory compliance across markets

More important 70.7%

Improving data visibility and governance across the organisation

More important 70.4%

Improving organisational resilience

More important 69.2%

Optimising cloud infrastructure and spend

More important 69.1%

Driving digital transformation across the business

More important 68%

Reducing operational costs

More important 66.5%

While trying to implement a data 
sovereignty strategy, EMEA 

organisations are still grappling 
with data blind spots.

In which areas does your organisation have the biggest 
blind spots when it comes to knowing where data is 

stored, processed, or accessed?

Data used for AI or analytics

40.1%

Public cloud providers (e.g., AWS, Azure, Google Cloud)

37.8%

Data shared across international borders

34.3%

Third-party vendors or service providers

33.4%

Private cloud environments

33.2%

Endpoints and employee devices

32.7%

Unauthorised or unknown systems and applications (shadow IT / shadow AI)

31.9%

On-premises systems and servers

31.0%

Data Sovereignty has 

become a board-level priority, 

with over 99% of EMEA 
organisations considering it an 
important part of their strategy, 
and over 50% having an 
operationalised strategy in place. 

Importance to strategy:

Critically 
Important

Somewhat

Important

Not Very

Important

56.6% 42.3% 1.1%

Progress of implementation:

Fully defined and 
operationalised

Defined but still 

being implemented

Informal or 
partially defined

52.7% 42.5% 4.8%

Data risk and control are 

among the key drivers making 

data sovereignty a strategic 
priority for EMEA organisations.

44.4% 42.7%
Reduces risk of data 
breaches or security

Provides greater control 
over our data

41.9% 41.5%
Improves internal 

governance or 
operational resilience

Protects intellectual 
property or sensitive 

information

40.3% 40.0%
Ensures compliance  
with general legal or 
regulatory standards

Protection of data from 
foreign government 

access

38.7% 38.5%
Builds customer or 

stakeholder trust
Supports strategic goals 
(e.g., market expansion, 

partnerships)


